DEBATE ON SIR ROBERT WALPOLE.       [FEB.  13.

That most of the clamours against the present govern-
ment arise from calumnies and misrepresentations, is ap-
parent from the sanction of the senate, which has been
given to all the measures that are charged as crimes upon
the administration.

That the army is supported by the consent of the senate,
that the senate has approved the convention, and that our
taxes are all imposed and continued by the senate, cannot
be denied. "What then is demanded by those that censure
the conduct of publick affairs, but that their opinion should
be considered as an overbalance to the wisdom of the
senate, that no man should be allowed to speak but as
they dictate, nor to vote but as they shall influence them
by their rhetorick or example ?

To repeat the particular topicks of accusation, and re-
capitulate the arguments which have been produced to
confute it, would be a tedious and unnecessary labour;
unnecessary, because it is well known that they once had
the power of convincing this house, and that nothing has
since happened to lessen their force, and because many of
them now have been already repeated by the noble lords
that have opposed the motion.

To search far backward for past errours, and to take
advantage of later discoveries in censuring the conduct of
any minister, is in a high degree disingenuous and cruel;
it is an art which may be easily practised, of perplexing
any question, by connecting distant facts, and entangling
one period of time with another.

The only candid method of inquiry is to recur back .to
the state of affairs, as it then appeared, to consider what
was openly declared, and what was kept impenetrably
secret, what was discoverable by human sagacity, and
what was beyond the reach of the most piercing poli-
tician.

With regard to the Hanover treaty, it is not, my lords,
requisite that we should engage ourselves in a very minute
examination; for it was not only not transacted by the
right honourable gentleman whose behaviour is the subject
of this debate, but cannot be proved to have been known
by him till it was formally ratified. If-he afterwards ap-